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Ladies which do make Love 
and also their husbands cuckolds 


A lady speaking of 

love with a gentleman, 

HE WOULD he said to her that if 
UNDERT AKE TO he were to bed with 
pind her, he would un- 
IN ONE NIGHT. dertake to make love 


six times in one night, 
so. greatly would 

her beauty prick him on : 
— You vaunt most high prowess, said she, 
I make you assignation therefore for such and 
such a night. Nor did he fail to come at the 
time agreed; but lo! to his undoing, being now 
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come to bed, he was assailed by so sad a con- 
vulsion, cooling and withdrawing of the verge, 
that he could by no means accomplish his devoir 
so much as once even. Whereupon the lady said 
to him : 


— What! are you good for nothing? Well, 
then! begone out of my bed. I did never lend 
it you, like a bed at an inn, to take your ease for- 
sooth therein and restyourself. Therefore, I say, 
begone! Thus did she drive him forth, and the- 
reafter did make great mock of him, hating the 
recreant worse than the plague. 


This gentleman would have been happy 
enough, if only he had been of the complexion 
of the great Baraud, Protonotary and Almoner 
to King Francis, for when as he lay with the 
Court ladies, he would even reach the round 
dozen at the least, and yet next morning he 
would say right humbly : 

— [ pray you, Madam, make excuse that I 
have not done better, but I took medicine yester- 
day. I have myself know him of later years. 

As he became older this masculine vigour and 
power failed him, he was now poor and was set 
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to compounding and distilling essences; so he 
said : 

~~ If only I could now, so well as once I could 
in my younger days, distil the spermatic essence, 
I should be in better case, and should guide my 
gear better that I have done. 


I once knew an 


husband, which co- 
THE HUSBAND 


WHO FORGAVE ming home from 
HIS FAITHLESS abroad and_ having 
WIFE. 


gone long without 
sleeping with his wife, 
did arrive with mind up and glad heart to do so 
with her presently, and have good pleasure the- 
reof. But arriving by night, he did hear by his 
little spy, how that she was accompanied by her 
lover in the bed. Thereupon did he straight lay 
hand on sward, and knocked at the door; the 
which beeing opened, he entered in resolved to 
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kill her. After first of all hunting for the gallant, 
‘who had escaped by the window, he came near 
to his wife to kill her; but it so happened she was 
on this occasion so becomingly tricked out, so 
featly dressed in her night attire and her fair 
white shift, and so gaily decked (bear in mind 
she had taken all this pretty pains with herself 
the better to please her lover), that he had never 
found her so much to his taste. “Then she, failing 
at his knees, in her shift as she was, and grovelling 
on the ground, did ask his forgiveness with such 
fair and gentle words, so that he forgave her and 
took and kissed her, and put her back to bed 
again, and in a twinkling disrobing him, lay down 
with her, after shutting to the door again. And 
the fair lady did conter:t him so well by her gentle 
ways and pretty cajoleries (be sure she forgot not 
any one of them all) that eventually the next 
morning they were found better friends than ever, 
and never was so much loving and caressing 
between them before. 

Some husbands are taken vengeance on their 
wives; | have heard speak of one who, being sur- 
prised in the act, her husband, an old man, did 
give her a certain poison where by she sick for 
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more than a year, and grew dry as a stick. And 
the husband would go oft to see her, and took 
delight in that her sickness, and made mirthe there 
at, declaring she had got her deserts. 

Yet, another, her husband shut her up in a 
room, and put her on bread and water, and very 
oft would he make her strip stark naked and whip 
her his fill, taking no pity on that fair naked flesh, 
and feeling no compunction therat. 


T have heard tell of 

SUNDRY 
ANECDOTES. an honourable gentle- 
man, who having fal- 
len deep in love with a certain fair lady, was 
warmed by a friend of his how that he was 
wasting his time. One day he did contrive to 
make an hole which looked right into their bed. 
Then when they were laid down together, he fai 
led not to spy at them throught this hole, whereby 
he did behold the greatest lubricities, lecheries, 
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and lewd, unnatural postures, and this as much, 
even more, on the part of the wife than of the 
husband. Accordingly the next day he hied 
him to his comrade, and detailing all the fine 
sight he had had, did thus say to him : 


— The woman is mine, I tell you, so soon‘as 
ever the husband has started on such and such 
a journey for she will never be able for long to 
restrain herself under the ardour which nature 
and art as well have given her, but must needs 
assuage the same. And in this wise by dint of 
my perseverance shall I have her. 


I know yet another honourable gentleman 
which being exceedingly enamoured of a fair 
lady, aware she had a copy of Aretino with 
pictures in her boudoir, as her husband well knew 
and had seen and did allow, straightway augu- 
red therefrom that he would overcome her. And 
so without losing hope, did he make love toher 
so well, and so long and patiently, that at the 
last he did win the day. And thereon did he 
find that she had indeed learned good lessons and 
science, wheter from her husband or from others. 
Not but what the book and good practice had 
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helped much in the matter, as she did later con- 
fess to him. 

Whe read of a great courtesan and procuress 
of the days of old Rome, by name Elefantina 
who did make and invent postures or modes of 
the same sort as those of Aretino, but even worse, 
the which the great ladies and pyincess of yore, 
following the ways of harlotry, did study as been 
a very excellent book. 

Also that good dame famous whore of Cyrené 
in Africa, who did bear the title « she of the 
twelve devices », because she had discovered 
twelve several modes where by to make the plea- 
sure more voluptuous. Heleogabale, emperor, 
was used to hire and keep in his pay, at the ex- 
pense of much money and costly gifts, such men 
and women as did invent and bring forward new 
devices of this kind, the better to arouse his 
lecherousness. 


a 


I once knew a 


A CURIOUS Prince who did even 
SILVER CUP. 

ea CR ty better, for he had of 

PICTURES. a goldsmith a very 


fair cup made of sil- 
ver gilt, by way of a masterpiece and very special 
curiosity, the most high wrought, well en graven 
and cunningly chiselled piece of work could any- 
where be seen. And thereon were cut most 
featly and subtly with the graver sundry of the 
postures from Arelino, of men and women with 
one another; this on the lower part of the cup, 
and above and higher up sundry also of the di- 
vets modes of copulation of beasts. And ‘it was 
here I first learned —— for many is the time I have 
seen the said cup aid drunk therein, not without 
laughing — the way of cohabitation of the lion 
and lioness, the which is quité opposite to that 
of all others animals. 


This cup was the glory of the Prince’s side 
board; for verily as I have said, it was right fairly 
and richly wrought, and very pleasant to look at 
inside and out. 

When this same prince did give a feast te the 
ladies, married ans single, of his Court his but- 
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lers néver failed, such was his strait command, 
to setve the company to drink in this cup. Then 
were such as had never before seen it move in 
divers ways, either while drinking of afterward. 
Some would be astonished, and know not way to 
say thereat, some would be ashamed and the scar- 
let leaping to their face; some again would be 
whispering low to one another : 

— What is all this carven inside? I fear me 
they be naughty pictures. I will never drink from 
the cup again. I must in deed be sure thirst be- 
fore ever I ask for drink therefrom again? 

Yet where they bound to drink from this cup, 
or burst with thirst; and to this end, would some 
shut their eyes in drinking, but the rest who were 
less shamefacecl, not. Such as had heard tell of 
the hang of it, aswell matrons as maids, would 
be laughing the hile under the rose; while such 
as had not, would be doronright bursting with 
desire todo the same. When asked what they 
had to laugh at and what they had seen, some 
would reply they had seen nothing but some pic- 
tures, and for anything there was there they 
weuld make we ado about drinking another time. 
Others would say : 
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eyes sees or a picture shows do never soil the 
soul. 

Some again would declare : 

~~ Bah! good wine is as good in this cup as in 
another; and say it was as good to drink out of 
as any other, and did quench the thirst just the 
same. ‘Then some of the ladies would be questio- 
ned, why they did not shut their eyes in drinking, 
for fear instead of wine it might be some drug or 
poison. Others would be asked which they did 
take the more pleasure in, seing or drinking; 
whereto they would reply : 

— In both, of course! 

Some would be crying : 

— Oh! the quaint grotesques! others : — Ah, 
ah! what be these merry mummeries we have 
here? — Some : 


« — Oh! the pretty pictures! and others : 
— Here are fine pictures to look at! Some : 
— Well, well, Master Goldsmith must needs 
have had good leisure to while away histime in 
making these gewgaws! Others : — And hou, 
Sire! to think you should have taken this won- 
drous cup of him! 
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— « Now feel you not a something that do 
prick you in the mid part of the body, ladies, at 
the sight? 

They would enquire presently, to which the 
answer would come : « No! never a one of all 
these naughty pictures had had power enough to 
stir me! Others again would be asked, wheter 
they had not found the wine hot, and whether if 
had not warmed them finely in the wintry 
weather; and they would answer : « No, we 
noted no heat, for instead our draught was cold, 
and did much refresh us. 

Some they would ask, which of all these figures 
they would best love in their bed; and they would 
answer they could in no wise remove them from 
where they were to transport them thither. In 
short, an hundred thousand gibes and quips would 
pass thereon between the gentlefolk and ladies 
at table, as I have myself seen, so that it did make 
right merry festing, and a very pleasant thing to 
see and hear. Bat above all, to my thinking, best 
and most heartsome was it to watch those inno- 
cents maids, and other ladies newly come to Court, 
striving to maintain a cold mine, with an artificial 
laugh on their face and lips, or else holding them- 
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selves in playing the hypocrite, as was the way 
with many ladies. And mind this, though they 
had been a-dying of thirst, yer durst not butlers 
have given them to drink in any other cup or glass. 

And likewise were there some ladies that swore, 
to put a good face on the matter, they would ne- 
ver come to these feast again; but for all that did 
they in no wise fail to come again often enough, 
for, truly the Prince was a really manificent and 
dainty host. Other ladies would say, on being 
invited there : « Well! I will go, but under 
protest we shall not be given to drink in the cup; 
yet, when once they where there, would they 
drink therein aswell as ever. At the last would 
they have think, better ofit, and make no scruple 
whatever about drinking. Some did even better, 
and turned the said images to good use in fitting 
time and place; and yet more than this, some did 
act dissolutely of set purpose to make trial of the 
same, for that every person of spirit would fain 
essay everything. So here we have the fatal 
effects of this cup so well illustrated. 


In like wise do I remember me how ones, iz a 
gallery of the Comte de Chateau-Villain, known 
as the Seigneur Adjacct, a company of ladies 
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with their lovers having come to visit the said fair 
mansion, they did fall to contemplating sundry 
rare and beautiful pictures in the gallery thereof. 
Among these they beheld a very beautiful pic- 
ture, wherein were painted a number of fair la- 
dies naked and at the bath, which did touch and 
fed, and handle, and stroke, one the other, and 
interwine and fondle witheach other, and so enti- 
cingly and prettily and featly did showall their 
hidden beaulies and secret places, that the coldest 
recluse or hermit had been warmed and stirred 
thereat. Wherefore did a certain great lady, as 
I have heard it told, and indeed I do know her 
well, losing all restraint of herself before this pic- 
ture, say to her lover turning toward him mad- 
dened as it were at the madness of love she 
beheld painted : 

— Too long have we tarried here. Let us 
now straightway take coach and so to me lodging; 
for that no more can [ hold in the ardour that is 
in me. Needs must away and quench it; too sore 
do I burn! 

And so did she haste away, and weat with 
her swain to enjoy that good liquor that is so sweet 
without su gar, the which her faithfull lover did 
give her from out his little pheal. 


il 


I have heard speak 


By ad = of a certain married 
AND ANECDOTES = Woman, fair and ho- 
ON LOVES, nourable and of good 
‘eaue station, the which did 
AND MODES. give herself to an ho- 


nourable gentleman, 

— and that more for the jealousy she bare toward 
an honourable lady whom the same gentleman did 
love and keep as for love. Wherefore, even as 
he was enjoying her favour, the lady said to him : 

— Now, at last, to my great contentment, do 
I triumph over you and over the love you bear 
to such an one. 

The gentleman made answer to her : 

~~ A person that is beat down brough under 
and trampled on, can scarce be said to triumph 
greatly. 

The lady take umbrage at this reply, as 
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touching her honour, and_ straithway makes 
answer : 

— You are very right! and instantly puts her- 
self of a sudden to unseat the man, and slip away 
from underneath him, and changing fashion do 
lightly and nimbly mount upon him and set him 
under her. Never of yore was Roman knight 
or warior so quick and dextrous to mount and re- 
mount his horses as the gallop as was the lady 
this about with her gallant. Then do she handle 
him in this mode saying the while : 

— Well then, at present I can declare truly 
and in good conscience I triumph over you, for, 
asmuch as I hold you subdued under me. 

Verily a dame of a gay and want on ambition, 
and very strange the way she did satisfy the 
same. 

I have heard speak of a very fair and honou- 
rable lady of the great world, much given over 
to love and lechery, who yet was so arrogant 
and proud, and so high of heart, that when it 
came to it, never would she suffer her man to 
mount upon her and put her under him and hum- 
ble her. For be so doing she deemed she wrough 
a great wrong to nobility of her spirit, and held it 


oe ee 


& great piece of cowardice to be thus humbled and 
subdued, asin a triumphant conquest and enslave- 
ment; but was fain ever to guard the upper hand 
and pre-eminence. And one thing that did 
greatly help her herein was that she would never 
have dealings with one greater in rank than her- 
self, for fear, that using his authority and puis- 
sance, he might succeed in giving the law to her, 
and so turn, twist about and trample her, just 
as he pleased. Rather for this work wold she 
choose her equals and inferiors, to the which she 
cauld dictate their place and station, their order 
and procedure in the amorous combat, neither 
more less than do a sergeant to his men-at-arms 
on the day battle. These orders would she in 
no wise have them to overpass, under pain of 
losmg what they most desire and value, in some 
cases her love, in others their own life. In such 
wise that never, standing or sitting or lying, could 
they prevail to return back and put upon her the 
emalest humiliation, submission or subservience, 
which she had done them. I refer me to the 
words und judgement of such, men and women, 
ag have dealt with such loves, postures, sations 


and modes. id 
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Yet was she in the right after all; for in truth 
is it a humiliating and painful thing to be so 
brought under and bent toanother’s will, and trod 
down, when one thinks ofit quietly and alone, and 
say to one self : « Such a one has put me under 
him and trod me underfoct — for underfoot is 
it, if not literally, at any rate in a manner of 
speaking, and do amount to the same thing. 

The same lady moreover would never suffer 
her inferiors to kiss her on the mouth : 

— Seeing it is so, she would say, that the touch 
and contact of mouth to mouth js the most delicate 
and precious of all contacts, wheter of the hand 
und other members. 

For this reason, would she not be so approa- 
ched, nor feel on her own a foul, unclean mouth, 
and not meet for hers. 

Now is yet another question ] have known 
some dehate : what advantage of glory has the 
one, wheter man or woman, over his companion, 
whenas they are at these amorous stirmishes and 
conquests | 

The man on his side do set for the reasons 
given above, to wit, that the victoryis much greater 
whenas one hold his sweet enemy laid low benath 
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him, and do subjugate, put under foot and tame 
her at his ease and how he best pleased. For 
there is no Princess or great lady so high, but 
do, when she in that case, even though it were 
withan inferior or subordinate, suffer the law and 
domination which Venus has ordained in her sta- 
tues; and for this cause glory and honour do re- 
dound therefrom tothe man in very high mesure. 


The woman on the other hand says : 

— Yes! Ido confess you may well feel trium- 
phant when you do hold me under you and put 
me under foot. But if it be only a question of 
keeping the upper station, I like wise do some- 
times take that in mere sportweness and of a 
pretty caprice that assailed me, and not of any 
constraint. Further, when this upperhand posi- 
tion do not like me, I do make you work for me 
like a very serf or gabley-slave, or to put it better, 
make you pull at the collar like a veritable wagon- 
horse, and there you are toiling, striving, sweating, 
panting, straining to perforin the task and labour 
I choose to exact from you. Meanwhile, for me, 
I am laid down at my ease, and watch your 
efforts. 

Sometimes do I make merry at your expense, 
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‘and take my pleasure in seeing you in such sore 
labour, sometimes too I compassionate you, just 
as please me and according as I am inclined to 
merriment or pity. Then after having well ful- 
filled my pleasure and caprice herein, I do leave 
my gallant there, tired, worn out, weakened and 
enervate, so he can do no more, and has need of 
nothing so much as of a good sleep and a good 
meal, a restorative, or some good soup to hearten 
him up. For me, for all such labours and efforts. 
I feel not with the worse, but only that I have 
been right well served at your expense, sir gal- 
lant, and do experience no hurt, but only wish 
for some other to give me as much again, and 
io make him as much exhausted as you. And 
after thiswise, never surrendering, but making my 
sweet foe surrender to me, I bear away the true 
victory and true glory, seeing that in a duello he 
that do give in is-dis honoured, and not be that 
do fight: on to the last dire extremity. 

So I have heard this tale following told of a 
fair and honourable lady. Onetime, her husband 
having wakened her from a sound sleep and good 
rest, she was enjoying, for to do the thing, when 
he wasdone, she said to him : 
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— Well, You dit, not I. And being as she 
was underneath him, she did clip him exceeding 
tight with arms, hands, feet and legs crossed over 
each other; saying; 

—~- [| will teach you to wake me up another 
time, und so with might and main and right good 
will, pulling, pushingand shaking her husband 
who was at the top of her, and who could in no 
wise get loose, but who lay there sweating and 
stewing and aweary, and was fain to cry her 
mercy, she made him perform a secend time in 
spite of himself, and did made him so exhausted, 
and so foredone and feeble, that he grew alto- 
gether out of breath and did swear her a sound 
oath, how, another time he would have her only 
at his own time, humour and desire. 

The tale is better to imagine and pictureto 
oneself than to describe in words. 
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CURIOUS STORY A sccurious _ story 
OF THE CHEVALIER have I heard told by 


DE SANZAY. the Chevalier de San- 
zay a great seaman. His ill luck would have it, 
he was taken prisoner of the Corsairs and carried 
of to Algiers. His master who had him as a 
slave, was the head Priest of the Mosquée in that 
part, and had a very beautiful wife. This lady did 
fall so deep in love with the said Sanzay that she 
bade him come to have amorous dalliance and 
delight with her, saying how she would treat him 
very well, better that any of her other slaves. 
But above all else did she charge him very straitly, 
and, on his life, or on pain of most rigorous impri- 
sonment, not to emit in her body a single drop of 
his seed for as much as, so she declared, she must 
in no wise polluted and contaminated with 
Christian blood, where by she thought she would 
surely offend against the law of her people and 
their great Prophet Mahomet. And further she 
bade him, that when she was hot in the act, albeit 
she should even order him an hundred times over 
to do the whole thing out right, he should do 
noting of the sort, for that it would be but the 
exceeding pleasure where with she was enraptured 
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that made her say so to him, and in no wise the 
will of her heart and soul. 

The aforesaid Sanzay, in order to get good 
treatment and greater liberty, Christian as he was, 
did shut his eyes this once to his law. For a poor 
slave, hardly entreated and cruelly chained, may 
well forget his principles now and again. So he 
did obey the lady, and was so prudent and so 
submissive toher order, as that he did minister 
right well toher pleasure. Accordingly he would 
even grind at his lady’s mill with a good grace, 
without ever letting a drop of water flow in; for 
so soon as ever the water-slince as like to burst and 
break bound, straitghway would he withdraw 
it, hold it tight and make it discharge where he 
might. Wherefore the lady did love him the 
better, because he was so submissive toher strait 
and difficult command. E:ven when she would cry 
to him : 

~~ Let go, I say; I give you full permission! 
yet would he never once do so, for he was sore 
afraid of being beaten as the Turk use, as he did 
often see his comrades beaten before his eyes. 

Verily a strange and sore caprice; and herein it 
would seem she did well prevail, both for her own 
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soul’s sake which was Turk and for the other who 
was Christian, for that te did never discharge his 
seed into her. But he sware to me how that never 
in all his life had he been in so sore a strait. 

He did tell me yet another tale, the most heart- 
some and amusing possible, of a trick she once put 
upon him. But for as much asit is too dirty, I will 
repeatitnot, for dread of doing offence to modest 
ears. 


TALES Louis, Duke of 


OF US teNe TOO Orléans, killed at the 
READY TO GIVE 
OTHERS SIGHT Barbette gate of Pa- 
OF THEIR WIVES ris was an arrant de- 
N 


AKED. baucher of the ladies 
of the court, and that even of the greatest among 
them all. For, having once a very fair and noble 
lady to bed with him, so soon as her husband 
came into his bed chamber to wish him good-mor- 
row, he did promptly cover up the lady’s head, 
the other’s wife’s that is, with the sheet, but did, 
uncover all the rest of ber body, letting him see 
her all naked and touch her at his pleasure, only 
with express prohibition on his life not to take 
away the linen from off the face, nor to uncover 
it in any wise. — a charge he does not contra- 
vene. Then did the Duke ask him severa) times 
over what he thought of this fair, naked body, 
whereat the other was well astonied and excee- 
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ding content. At the last he did give his leave to 
quit the chamber, and this he did without having 
ever had the chance to recognize the woman for 
his own wife. 

If only he had carfully Jooked over her naked 
body and examine the same, he would have re- 
cognized her by sundry blemis hes. Thus is it a 
good thing for men to go over sometimes and ob- 
serve their wive’s bodies. 

She, after her husband was well gone, was 
questioned of M. d'Orléans, if she as felt any 
alarm od fear. I leave you to imagine what she 
said thereto, and all the trouble and anguish she 
was in by the space of a quarter of an hour, seeing 
all that lacked for her undoing was some little in- 
discretion, or the smallest disobedience her hus- 
band might have committed in lifting the sheet. 
Twas doubtless M. d’Orléans orders, but still he 
would surely, on his making discovery, have 
straightway slain him to stay him of the vengeance 
he would have wroeght on his wife. 

An the best of it was that, being the next night 
to bed with his wife, he did tell her how M. d’Or- 
léans had let him see the fairest naked woman he 
had ever beheld, bui as to her face, that he could 
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give no news thereof, seeing te sight of it had 
been forbid him. I leave you to imagine what the 
lady must have thought within her heart. 

However to return to our tales of husbands to 
ready to give others sight of their wives naked, | 
know one who, on a morning, a comrade of his ha- 
ving gone to see him in his chamber as he was dres- 
sing did show him his wife quite naked, lying all 
her lenght fast asleep, having herself thrown her 
bed-clothes off her, it beeing very hot weather. So 
did draw aside the curtain half way, in such wise 
that the rising sun shining upon her, he had leisure 
to contemplate well and throughly at his ease, 
which doing he beheld nothing but what was right 
fair and perfect. On all these beauty then he did 
feast his eyes, not indeed as long as he would, but 
as long as he could, and after, the husband and he 
went fort the Palace. 


The next day, the gentleman who was an ardent 
lover of this same honourable lady, did report to 
her the sight he had seen, and even described ma- 
ny things he had noted in her fair members, and 
amongst them the most secret and privy. He said 
further it was the husband which did urge him 
thereto,-and he, and no other had drawn the cur- 
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tain for him to see. The lady out of the despite she 
then conceived against her husband, did let herself 
go, and so gave herself to his friend on the only 
account, a thing which all his service and devotion 
had not before been able to win. 

I knew once a very great Lord, who, one mor- 
ning, wishing to go an-hunting, and his gentleman 
having come to find him at his rising, even as they 
were booting him, and he had his wife lying by 
him and holding his affair right in her hand, he 
did so suddenly lift the coverlet she had no time 
to take away her hand from where it rested, in 
such wise that they all saw her as much as they 
pleased even to the halfof her body. Then with a 
loud laugh did the Lord cry to these gentlemen 
there present : 


— Well, well, sirs, have not I let you see 
enough and to spare of my good wife ? 

But to vexed and chagrined we she at it all 
that she did conceive a great grudge against him 
him therefore, and above all for the way her hand 
had been surprised in such a place. And it may 
well be she did pay in back to him with interest 
later on. 

I knew yet another of these great Lords, who 
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learning that a friend and kinsman of his was in 
love with his wife, wheter to make him the more 
envious or to make him taste all the despite and 
despair he might conceive at the thought of the ot- 
her possessing so fair a woman, and he having ne- 
ver so much as a chance of touching her, did show 
him one morning, when he had come to see him, 
the pair being a bed to get her half naked. He did 
even worse, for he did set about the thing before 
his eyes, and did work her, as though she had 
been altogether in a privy place. Further he 
kept begging of his friend to see out the whole, 
saying he was doing it all to gratify him. I leave 
you to imagine wheter the lady did not find in 
such conduct of her husband excuse to do like 
wise in all ways with the friend, and of good con- 
science, and whether he was not righi well punis 
hed by being made to bear the horns. 

I have heard speak of yet another, like wise a 
great Lord, who did the same with his wife before 
a great Prince, his master, but it was by his prayer 
and commandment, for he was one that took de- 
light in this form of gratification. Now are not 
suchlike persons blameworthy, for that after being 
pandars to their own wiwes, they will after be 
their executioners too? 


IT once new a great 
WOMEN Prince of a foreign 
D country, who had 
married a very fair 
and honourable lady. 
Yet did he very often leave her to go with another 
woman, which was supposed to be a famous cour- 
tesan, though others thought she was a lady of 
honour whom he had debauched. But not satis- 
fied with this, when he had her to sleep with him, 
it was in a lowroofed chamber un derneath her 
bed. Then when he was fain to mount her miss- 
tress, he was not content with the wrong his was 
doing his lady al ready, but in derision and mo- 
ckery would with a half-pike knock two or three 
blows on the floor and shout up to his wife : 
— A health to you, wife mine! 


AN 
THEIR INTRIGUES, 


This scorn and insult was repeated several days, 
and did so anger his wife that out of despair and 
desire of vengeance she did accost a very honou- 
rable gentleman one day and said to him pnivily : 

— Sir |! I am fain you should have your plea- 
sure of me; oth erwise do I know of means whe- 
reby to undo you. 

The other, right glad of so fine an adventure, 
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did no wise refuse her. Wherefore, so soon as her 
husband had his fair leman in his arms, and she 
likewise her fond lover, and he vould cry : 

— A health ! to her, then would she answer 
him in the same coin, crying: « and I drink to 
you | » orelse : « I pledge you back, good Sir! » 


These toast and challenges and replies, so made 
and arranged as to suit with the acts of each, con- 
tinued some longish while, till at length the Prin- 
ce, a wily and suspicious man, did suspect some- 
thing. So selling a watch, he did discover how his 
wife was gaily cuckolding him all the while, and 
making good cheer and drinking toasts just as well 
as he was, by way of retaliation and _ revenge. 
Then having made sure it was verily so, he did 
quick alter and transform his comedy into a tra- 
gedy; and having challenged her for the last time 
with histoast, and she having rendered him back 
his answer and as good as he gave, he did instan- 
tly mount upstairs, and forcing and breaking down 
the door, rushes in and reproaches her for her ill- 
doing. But she do make answer on her side in this 
Wise : 

—~ | know well I am a dead woman. So kill me 
baldly : I am not afraid of death and do welcome 
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it gladly, now I am avenged on you seeing I have 
made you cuckold. For you did give me great oc- 
casion thereto, wilhout which I had never gone as- 
tray. I had vowed all fidelity to you, and never 
should I have broken my true for all the tempta- 
tions in the whole world. 

You were no wise worthy of so honest a wife 
as I. So kill me straightway; but if there is any 
pity in your hand, pardon this poor gentleman, 
who of himself is not whit to blame, for I did in- 
vite hum and urge him to help me to my vengeance. 

The Prince, over cruel altogether, do ruth les- 
ly kill the twain. But what else should this un- 
happy Princess have done in view of the indigni- 
ties and insults of her husband, if not what in des- 
pair of any other succour in all the world, she 
did >? Some there be will excuse her, some accuse 
her, many arguments and good reasons may be al- 
leged thereanent on either side. 


an, eee 


60 NOW So now let us have 
LET US DISCOURSE | done with these de- 


A WHILE mons and mad, furious 
eheneran. cukholds and speak no 


more of them, for that 
they be odious and unpleasing, seeing I should ne- 
ver have finished if should tell of all, and moreover 
the subject is neither good nor pleasant. Let us 
discourse a while of kindly cuckholds, such as are 
good fellows, of placable humour, men easy to 
deal with and of holy patience, well humoured 
and readily appeased, that shut the eyes and are 
good-natured fools. 

Now of these some are predestined of their 
very nature to be so some know how it is 
before they marry, to wit, know that their ladies, 
widow or maids, have already gone astray : others 
again know nothing of it at all, but marry them 
on trust, on the word of their fathers and mothers, 
their family and friends. 

I have known not a few which have married 
women and girls of loose life, whom they well 
knew had been passed in review by sundry Kings, 
Princes, Lords, gentlemen and other folk. Yet 
for love of them, or attracted by their goods, 


39 


jewels and money that they had won at the trade 
of love, have made no scruple to wed them. Ho- 
wever I propose here to speak only of the girls of 
this sort. 

I have heard speak of a mistress of a very great 
and sovereign. Prince, who being enamoured of 
a certain gentleman, and in such wise behaving 
herself toward him as to have received the first 
fruit of his love, was so lickerish thereof that she 
did keep him a whole month in her closet, feeding 
him on fortifying foods, savoury soups, dainty and 
conforting meats, the better to distil and draw off 
his substance. Thus having made her first appren- 
ticeship with him, did she continue her lessons un- 
der him so long as he lived, and under otherstoo. 
Afterward she did marry at the age of forty five 
years to a Lord who found nothing to say against 
her, but rather was right proud of so rare a mar- 
riage as he had with her. 

Boccacio repeats a proverb which current in 
his day to effect that: « A mouth once hissed 
(others have it : a maid once f....d) is never out 
of luck; her fortune is libe the moon, and waxeth 
ever anew). 

This proverb he do quote in connexion with a 


— 49 — 


story he relates of that fair daughter of the Sul- 
tan of Egypt, who did pass and re-pass by the we 
apons of nine different lovers, one after the other, 
at least three thousand time in all. At long last 
was she delivered to the King of Garba a pur vir- 
gin, it was so pretented, as pure as she was at the 
first promised to him; and he found no objection 
to make, but was very well pleased. The tale 
there of is a right good one. 


I have heard a great man declare that with 
many great men, though not all it may be sup- 
posed, no heed is paid in case of women of this 
sort to the fact, though three of four lovers have 
passed them through their hands, before they 
make them their wives. This he said anent a 
story of a great Lord who was deeply enamoured 
of a great lady, and one of something higher qua- 
lity than himself, and she loved him back. Howe- 
ver there fell out some hindrance that they did 
not wed as they did expect one with the other. 
Where upon this great nobleman. the which I 
have just spoken of, did straightway ask : « Did 
he mount the little jade anyway? And when he 
was answered : « No! — in the other’s opinion 
and by what men told him; « So much the worse 


eee, eee 
then »; he addded : « For at any rate they had 


had so much satisfaction one of the other, and no 
harm would have been done! »). For among the 
great no heed is pay to these rules and scruples of 
maiden hood, seeing that for these grand alliances 
everything must be excused. Only too delighted 
are they; the good husbands and gentle sucking 
cuckolds. 

I once heard tell, when I was in Spain, of a 
great Lord of Andalusia who had married a sister 
of his to another very great Lord, and who three 
days after the marriage was consummated, came 
and said to him thus : 

— My lord and brother, now that you are 
married to my sister and alone enjoy her favours, 
it behoves you to know that when she was yet un- 
wed, such and such an one did have her. Take 
no heed of the past, for truly it is but a small 
thing; but beware of the future, seeing now it does 
touch you much more close. 

Ass much as to say that what is done is done, 
and there is no need to talk about it, but it were 
well to be careful of the future, for this is more 
nearly concerned with a man’s honour than is the 
past. 


IV 


I have heard a tale 
CURIOUS 


ANECDOTES of one who having 
OF married a fair and 
dak Pay RIED honourable damsel to 
one of his friends, and 
boasting that he had given him a night good and 
noble mount, sound, clean and free from knots 
and malanders, as he put it, and that he lay the 
more under obligation to him therefor, he was 
answered by one of the company, who said aside 
to one of his comrades : 

— That all is quite true, if only she had not 
been mounted and ridden so young and far too 
soon. For it has made her a bit foundered in 
front. 

But likewise I would fain ask these woble hus- 
bands whether, if such mounts had not often some 
little thing wrong with them, some defector bla- 


mish, they would make the match with others 
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who are more deserving than they, like horse- 
dealers who do all they can to get rid of their 
blemished horses, but always with those that 
know nothing of the matter. E-ven so, as I have 
heard many a father say, it is a very fine nd- 
dance to be quit of a blemished daughter, or one 
that do begin to be so, or seems by her looks like 
to be. 

How many damsels of the great world I know 
who have not carried their maden bood to the 
couch of Hymen, but who have for all that 
been well instructed of their mothers, or other 
their Kinswomen and fricnds, right cunning 
pimps as they are, to make a good show at this 
first assault. 


Divers are the means and contrivances they 
do resort to with artful subtleties, to make their 
husbands think it well and convince them never 
a breach has been made before. 

The most part resort to the making of a des- 
perate resistance and defence at this point of 
attack, and do fight obstinately to the last extre- 
mity. Where of there are some husbands much 
delighted, for they do firmly believe they have 
had all the honour and made the first entry, like 
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right determine and intrepid soldiers. Then next 
morning they have fine tales to tell, how they have 
strutted it like little cocks or cockerels that have 
eat much millet-seed in the evening, making many 
boasts to their comrades and friends, and even 
mayhap to the very men who have been the first 
to invade the fortress, unwittingly to them. 
Whereat these do laugh their fill in their sleeves, 
and with the women their mistresses, and boast 
they did their part well too, and gave damsels as 
good as they got. 


Some suspicious husbands there be however 
who hold all this resistance as of bad augury, and 
take no satisfaction in seeing them so recalcitrant. 
Like one I know who asked his wife why she 
did thus play the prude and make difficulties, 
and if she disdained him so much as all that; but 
she thinking to made excuse and put off the fault 
on something else than disdain, told him it was 
because she was afraid he would hurt her. To 
this he retorted : 

— Now have you given proof positive, for no 
hurt can beknown without having been first suf- 
fered. a 

But she was wity; and denied, saying she had 
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heard tell of it by some of her companions who 
had been married, and had so advised her : 

— Fine advice truly and fine words! Was all 
he could say. 

Another remedy these women recommend in 
this, —- next morning after their wedlock to show 
their linen stained with drops of blood, the which 
the poor girls shed in the cruel work of their deflo- 
wering. 

So it is done in Spain, where they do publicly 
display from the window the afore said linen 
crying aloud : 

— Virgen la tenemos. — We hold her for a 
maid. 


Lickewise of a surety I have heard say that at 
Viterbo this custom is similary observed. More 
over, seeing such damsels are previously affronted 
the battle cannot make this disolay of their own 
blood, they have devised the plan, as I have 
heard say, and as several young courtesans at 
Rome have themselves assured me, the better to 
sell their maidenhood, of staining the said linen 
with pigeon’s blood, which is the most meet of all 
for the purpose. So next morning the husband do 
see the blood and do feel a great satisfaction there 
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of, and do believe firmly, it is the virginal blood 
of his wife. He thinks himself a gallant and 
happy man, but he is sore deceived all the while. 

So will I repeat the following merry tale of a 
gentleman who had his string tied in a knot the 
first night of his wedlock; but the bride, who was 
not one of the very fair and high-born sort, fea- 
ring he would be sore enraged there at, did not 
fail, by advice of her good comrades, matrons, 
kinswomen and good friends, to have the bit of 
linen stained as usual. But the mischief for her 
was that the husband was so sore tied that he 
could do nothing at all, albeit she thought no harm 
to make him a very enticing display and deck her- 
self for the assault as well as ever she could, and 
lie conveniently without playing the prude or 
making any show of reluctance and deviltry. At 
least so the lookers-on, hid near by according the 
custom, did report ; and indeed she did so the 
better to conceal the loss of her maidenhood 
elsewhere. But for all the red linen, he had really 
done nothing-whatever. 

At night, by established custom, the midnight 
repast having been carried in, there was a usual a 
worthy guest ready to advise that in the custo- 
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mary wedding scramble they should filch away 
the sheet, which they did find finely stained with 
blood. This was instantly displayed and all in 
attendance were assured by loud cries she was no 
longer a maid, and here was the evidence her vir- 
gin membrane had been deforced and ruptured. 
The husband, who was quite certain he had done 
nothing, but who nevertheless was fain to pose as 
a brave and valiant champion, remained sore as- 
founded and woot not what this stained sheet 
might mean. Only after sufficient pondering, he 
did begin to suspect some knavish, cunning harlot’s 
trick, yet never breathed a word. 


The bride and her conndantes were like wise 
sore troubled and astounded for that the husband 
had so missed fire, and their business was not tur- 
ning out better. Nothing however was suffered to 
appear till after a week's time, when the husband 
found his knot untied, and did straight let fly with 
might and main. Whereat being right glad remem- 
bering. Nothing else, he went forth and published 
to all the company how in ail good conscience, he 
had now given proof of his prowess and made his 
wife a true wife and a proper married woman ; 


but did confess that up till then he had been seized 
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with absolute impotence to do nothing. Hereu- 
pon those present at the time did hold divers dis- 
course, and cast much blame and scorn on the 
bride, whom all had deemed a wife by her stai- 
ned linen. Thus did she bring scandal on herself- 
albeit she was not properly speaking and altoge- 
ther cause thereof but rather her husband, who 
by feebleness, slackness and lack of vigour did 
spoil his own wedding. 

Again, there are some husbands, that do know 
at their first night as to the maiden hood of their 
wiwes, wheter they have won or not, by the signs 
they find. 

So one that I know, who did marry a wife in 
second wedlock; but the wife was for making him 
believe her first husband had never touched her, 
by reason of his impotence, and that she was vir- 
gin and a maid, as much as before being married 
at all. Yet did he find her so huge and of such 


ample capacity that he exclaimed : 


—- What! Are you the maid of Marolles, so 
tight and small as they told me you were? Why! 
You have a fine wide one of your own; the track 
is so broad and so beaten I need have no fear to 
lose my way! So he had just to take it as it 
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was, and make the best of it. For if her first hus- 
band had never touched her, as was quite true, 
yet many other man had. 


But what are we to 
LICENCIOUS 


CONDUCT say of some mothers 
" od - who, seeing the impo- 
saa fli a tency of their son-in 


law, or that they have 
the string knotted or some other defect, are pro- 
curesses to their own daughters. Thus to win 
their jointures, they get them to yield to others, 
and often to become with child by them, to the 
end they may have offspring to inherit after the 
death of the father. 

I know such one who was ready enough to give 
this counsel to her daughter, and indeed spared 
no effort to bring it about, but the misfortune for 
her what that never could she have a child at all. 
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Also I know a husband who, not being able to 
do nothing to his wife, did yield his place too big 
lackey he had, a handsome lad, to lie with his 
wife and deflower her as she slept, and in this way 
save his honour. But she did discover the trick 
and the lackey had no success. For which cause 
they had a long suit at law, and finally were sepa- 
rated. 

King Henry of Castille did the like, who as 
Fulgosius relates, seeing he could make no children 
with his, did call in the help of a handsome 
young gentleman of his court to make them for 
him, the which he did; and for his pains the king 
gave him great estates and advanced him in all 
honours, distinctions and dignities. Little doubt 
the wife was grateful to him therefore, and did 
find the arrangement much to her likings. 

That is what I call an accommodating cuck- 
hold. 

I have heard speak of another husband, who 
did hold his new-made wife in his arms the first 
night; and she was so ravished with delight and 
pleasure that quite forgetting herself she could 
not refrain from a slight turning and twisting and 
mobile action of the body, such as newed wives 
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are scarce wont to make. Att this he said nothing 
else but only : « Ah! Ah! I know now », and 
went on his way to the end. 

These be our cruckolds in embryo of the which 
I could tell thousands of tales, but I should never 
have done. And the worst thing I see in 
them is when they wed cow and calf at once, as 
the saying is, and take them when already great 
with child. Like one I know, who had married a 
very fair and honourable damsel by the favour 
and wish of their Prince and feudal Lord, who 
was much attached to the said gentleman and had 
made the marriage. But at the end of the week it 
became known she was with child, and she did 
actually publish it abroad, the better to play her 
part. The Prince, who had always suspected 
some love-making between her and another, said 
to her : 

—— My lady, I have carefully write down on 
my tablets the day and hour of your marriage; 
when folk shall set these against the time of your 
bringing to bed, you will have bitter shame! 

But she, at these words, only blushed a little 
and did nothing else, but only kept the bearing of 
a virtuous lady. 


oy 


I have heard speak of a very fair and honou- 
rable damsel, who being sore tempted by her lover 
to take ker pleasure of his love, did answer : 

— Under this cloak of marriage which does 
cover all, we will take our joy with a nght good 
will. 

Another, being eagerly sought after by a great 
nobleman, she said to him : 

~~ Petition our Prince and put some pressure 
on him, that he wed me soon to him that is now 
my suitor, and let me quickly make guod my mar- 
riage that he has promised me. The day after my 
wedding, if we meet not one another, why! bar- 
gain is off. 

’ I know a lady who was wooed to love but four- 
days before her bridal by agentleman, and kins- 
man of her husband : yet six days after he did 
enjoy his ill —— at any rate he did make boast to 
that effect. Nor was it hard to believe, for they 
did show such familiarity the one to the other you 
would have said they had been brought up toge- 
ther all their lives. Moreover he did even tell sun- 
dry signs and marks she had on her body, and fur- 
ther that they did continue their merry sport long 
while after. The gentleman always declared the 
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familiarity that did afford them opportunity to 
come so far was, that in order to carry out a mas- 
carade they did changes clothes with one another. 
He took the dress of his mistress and she that of 
her admirer, whereat the husband did nothing but 
laugh, though some there were did find occasion 
to blame them and think ill of the thing. 

There was made a song about it at Court, — 
of a husband who was married on Thuesday and 
cuckolded on Thursday, a fair rate of progress in 
sooth! 


What shall we say of another damsel who was 
long while wooed by a gentleman of a good house 
and rich, but for all that niggardly and not worthy 
of her? So being hard pressed at the instance of 
her family to marry him, she made answer she had 
better die than marry him, and that he should be 
spoken, there of to her or to her hinsfolk. For, 
she declared, if they did force her to marry him, 
she would only make him cruckold. But for all 
that it behoved to go by that road for she was 
constraided by the urgency of all the great folk, 
men and women, who had influence and authority 
over her, as well as by her kinsfolk’s order. 


On the eve of her bridal, her husband seeing 
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her all sad and pensive, asked her what ailed 
her; she did answer him angrily : 


— You would never believe me, and be per- 
suaded to leave off your pursuit of me. You 
know what I have always said, that if ever I were 
so infortunate as to become you wife, I would 
make you cuckold. And I swear I will do so, and 
keep my word to you. 


She was in no wise dainty about saying the 
same before sundry of her lady companions and 
male admirers. Afterward rest assured she was 
asgood as her word, and did show him she was a 
good and true woman, for that she kept her pro- 
mise faithfully! 


I leave you to judge whether she is to be bla- 
med, for a man once warner should be twice care- 
ful, and she did plainly tell him the ill plight he 
would fall into. So why would he no take heed? 
But indeed he thought little enough of what she 
said. 

These maids which thus let themselves go 
astray straightway after beeing martied, but do as 
the Italian proverb say : 

« The cow that had been long tied up, runs- 
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more wild than one that had ever had her full 
liberty. » 

Thus did the first wife of Baldwin, King of 
Jerusalem, whom I have spoken of before, who 
having been forced to take the veil by her hus- 
band, brake from the cloister and escaped out, 
and making now for Constantinople, behaved 
herself in such wanton wise as she did bestow her 
favours on all way farers by that road, wheter 
going orf coming, as well men-at-arms as pilgrims 
to Jerusalem, without heed to her Royal rank. 
But the reason was the long fast she had had there 
from during her imprisonment. 


I have heard speak 


WOMEN of a great Lord, who 
WHO HAVE MADE 
FORTUNES. to have his head cut 


off; but lo! he being 
already set on the scaffold, his pardon did arrive, 
the which his daughter, one of the fairest of women 
had obtained. Where on, bemg come down off 
the scaffold, he did say this word and nothing else 
at all : 

— God save my girl’s good c... which has saved 
my life. 

I know a great lady of much adroit skill who 
got the order of St. Michel bestowed on her hus- 
band, he being at that time the only one that had it 
along with the two greatest, Princes of Christen- 
don. She would oft tell him, and say out the same 
before everybody — for indeed she was of merry 
demeanour and excellent company : 
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~— Ha, ha! my friend, you might have sweated 
yourself Many a long day before you got this pretty 
bauble to hang at your neck! Thave heard speak 
of a great man, in the days of King Francois, who 
having received the Order, and being fain to make 
boast there of one day before M. de la Chastaigne- 
raie, my uncle did say to him : 

— Ah! how glad would you be to have this or- 
der hanging at your neek like me! My uncle, who 
was ready of tongue and high of hand and hot- 
tempered, if ever man was, straight replied : 

— I had rather be dead than have it by way of 
the hole you had it by! 

The other answered never a word, for he knew 


the man he had to deal with : 


Qui voudrait garder qu une femme 
N'aille du tout a l'abandon, 

Il faudrait la fermer dans une pipe 
Et en jouir par le bondon. 


[f a man would make sure 
of his wife never going to the bad at all, 
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he had best shut her up in a cask, and 
enjoy her through the bung-hole. 


In the reign of the late king Henri de France 
there was a certain jeweller which did import and 
expose for sale at the great fair of Saint-Germain 
a routid dozen of a certain contrivance for confining 
women’s affairs. These were made of iron and 
were worn like a belt, joining underneath and loc- 
king with a key, and were so cunningly framed 
that the woman, once confined therein, could never 
find opportunity for the pleasures of love, there 
being only a few little tiny holes in the thing for 
pissing through. 

It is said that five or six jealous husbands were 
found ready to buy one, wherewith they did con- 
fine their wives in such wise they might well say : 

— Good-bie good times for ever and aye! 

Yet was there one wife who bethought her to 
apply to a locksmith very cunning in his art. So, 
when she had shown him the said contrivance, and 
her affair and the whole matter, her husband being 
away in the country, he did so well use his inge- 
nuity that he forged a false key therefor, so that 
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the good lady could open and shut the thing ata- 
ny time, whe never she would. The husband did 
never suspect or say a word, while the wife took 
her fill of the best of all pleasures, in spite of the 
jealous fool and silly cuckold her husband, who did 
imagine all the time he was living free of all appre- 
hension of such a fate. But truly the naughty 
locksmith, which made the false key, quite spoiled 
hisgame and did even better, by what they say for 
he was the first who tasted the dainty, and cuckol- 
ded him. 


They say further, that there were a number of 
gallant and honourable gentlemen of the court 
which did threaten the jeweller that if ever again 
he should have to do with bringing such villainies 
with him he would be killed. They bade him never 
come back again, and made him throw all the 
others that were left into the draught-house; and 
since then no more has been heard of such contri- 
vances. And this was wisely done; for truly it was 
as good, or as bad, as destroying one half of man- 
kind ,so to hinder the engendering of posterity by 
dint of such confining, locking up and imprisoning 
of nature — an abominable and hateful wrong to 
human productiveness. 
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Some there be which do give their wives into the 
hands of eunuchs to guard their honour, a thing 
which the Emperor Severus did strongby repro- 
bate, harshly bidding them never have dealings 
with Roman ladies. But they were soon recalled 
.again. Not indeed that these could ever be get 
children or the woman conceive of them; yet can 
they afford some slight feeling and superficial taste 
of minor pleasures, giving some colourable imita- 
tion of the complete and perfect bliss. 

Of this marry husband do take very little ac- 
count, declaring that their main grievance in the 
Adultery of their wives had nothing at all to do 
with what they got given them, but that it vexed 
themsore to have rear and bring up and recognise 
as heirs children they had never begotten. 


I knew two women in France which did deli- 
beratly set their love on two gentlemen who were 
castrate, to the end they might not become with 
child, yet did they find pleasure therein, and free 
from all fear of scandal. But there have been hus- 
bands in Turkey and Barbary so jealous, that 
having discovered this deceit they have determined 
to castrate their wretched slaves altogether and en- 
tirely, and cut the whole concern clean off. Now, 
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by what those say who have had experience of 
Turkey, not two out of the dozen escape of those 
on whom they do practise this cruelty, and do not 
die therefrom. 

We Christians on our part do not practise such- 
like abominable and too utterly horrible cruelties ; 
but instead of these castrated slaves, we give our 
women old women for guardians. 

Ido not believe such women are sure guardians. 
Thus an aged Spanish duenna once, taking out her 
maids and passing by a great hall and seeing men’s 
member painted upon the wall in lifelike pourt- 


rayal, only exagered and out of all proportion, did 
remark : 


— Mira que tan bravos no los pintan estos hom- 
bres, como quien no los conociese. (Look how brave 
men those be, and how ill they have painted them, 
like one who has never seen the things.) 

Then all maids did turn toward her, and noted 
what she said, except one, of my acquaintance, who 
acting the ingénue, dis ask one of her companions 
what birds those were; for some of them were de- 
picted with wings. And the other made answer, 
they were birds of Barbary, more beautiful in rea- 
lity than even as depicted. God only knows if she 
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had ever seen any such; but she had to make pre- 
tence. 

—~ I knew once a lady which did it before her 
duennas very eyes, in such cunning wise she never 
perceived anything wrong. Another did the like 
in her own husband’s presence and all but under 
his eyes, the while he was playing at primera. 


I knew once two 


Pitched a ladies of the Court, 
CD e ¢ 
OF COMPLAISANT that were sisters in 

HUSBANDS. law. Of these the 


one had married an 
husband which was in high in favour, a courtier 
and an adroit one. Yet did he not make such 
account of his wife as it behoved, seeing the birth 
she was of, but would speak to her before com- 
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paing as she were a mere savage, and treat her 
very roughly. This behaviour she did endure pa- 
tienly for a while, till at length the husband did 
fall some thing out of favour. Then noting her 
opportunity and taking it cleverly as it came, 
having indeed waited for agood one, she straitght- 
way paid him back the scorn he had put on her, 
lightly and gaily making the poor man cuckhold. 
And her sister did likewise, following her example. 
This last had been rold whey very young and of 
tender years, so that her husband look no great 
heed of her, deeming here a mere chit and child, 
and did not love her as he should. But she co- 
ming to a riper time of life, and finding out she 
had a heart and was fair to look on, did coon pay 
him back in his own coin, and so made him a pre- 
sent o fa fine pair of horns by way of interest on 
his past neglect. 

Another time I knew a great Lord, which ha- 
ving take : two courtesan into favour, where of one 
was a .-.00rsh woman, to be his delight and joy 
of heart, did make no account of his wife albeit 
she did seek to him with all due respect, and all 
the wifely love and reverence ever she could. 
Yet could he never look upon her with a favou- 
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rable eye, or cherish her with a good grace, and 
of an hundred nights, he would hardly bestow 
twain on here. 

What must she do then, the poor girl, after so 
many indignities, but what she did—choose ano- 
ther vacant bed, and couple with another better 
half, and so take that she was fain of. 


An another form of 


CHARITY charity is there, which 
aH ee ToWwAnoe. is oft times practised 
POOR PRISONERS. towards poor prisoners 


who are shut up in 
dungeons and robbed of all enjoyments with wo- 
men. On such do the gaoler’s wives and women 
that have charge over them, or chatelaines who 
have prisoners of war in their castle, take pity and 
give them share oft heir love out of very charity 
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and mercifulness. Thus did a certain Roman 
courtesan say once to her daughter of whom a 
gallant was deeply enamoured, but she would 
never bestow on him so much as a farthing’s 
worth : 

— Well, well do him charity then for pity’s 
sake. 

This do these gaoler’s wives, noble chatelaines 
and others, treat their prisoners, the which, cap- 
tive and unhappy thought they be. Yet cease not 
for that to feel the prickings of the flesh, as much 
as ever they did in their best days. As says the 
old proverb : 

« Longing comes of lacking ») so even in the 
straw and on the hard ground, my lord Priapus 
will still be lifting his head, as well as on the best 
and soflest bed in all the world. 
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CAPTAIN Hence it carves that 
aa beggars and prisoners 
HiS ADVENTURES in their lazarhouses 
WHEN HE WAS : : 
A PRISONER and prisons, are just 
AT PALERMO. as want on as Kings, 


Princes and great folk in their rich Palaces and on 
their royal and dainty couches. 

To confirm what I say, I will instance a tale 
that captain Beaulieu, captain of the king’s Gal- 
leys, of whom I have before spoken once and again 
did tell me. He was in the service of the late Grand 
Prior of France, a member of the house of Lor- 
raine, who was much attached to him. 

Going one time to take his patron on board at 
Malta in a fregate he was taken by the Siciliam 
galleys, and earried prisoner to the Castel-a-mare 
at Palermo, where he was shut up in an exceeding 
narrow, dark and wretched dungeon and very ill 
entreated by the space of three months. By good 
hap, the governor of the castle, who was a Spa- 
niard, had two very fair daughters, who hearing 
him complaining and making moan, did one day 
ask leave of their father to visit him, for the honour 


of the geod gbd, and this he did freely give them 
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permission to do. And seeing the captain was of 
a surety a right gallant gentleman, and as ready- 
tongued at most, he was able so towin them over at 
this, the very first visit that they did gain their 
father’s leave for him to quit his wretched dungeon 
and to put in a seemly enough chamber and re- 
~eive better treatment. Nor was this all, for they 
lid crave and get permission to come and see him 
.reely every day and converse with him. 


And this did fall out so well that presently both 
wie twain of them were in love with him, albeit he 
was not handsome to look upoa, and they very 
fair ladies. And so, without a thought of chance 
of more rigorous imprisonment or even death, but 
:ather tempted by such opportunities, he did set 
himself to the enjoyment of the two girls with good 
will and hearty appetite. And these pleasures did 
continue without any scandal, for so fortunate was 
he in this conquest of his for the space of eight 
whole months, that no scandal did ever hap all that 
time, and no hill, inconvenience or swollen belly, 
nor any surprise of discovery at all. For indeed 
the two sisters had so good an understanding bet- 
ween them and did so generously lend a hand te 
each other and so ebiaingly play sentinel to one 
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another, that no all hap ded ever occur. And he 
sware to me, being my very intimate freend as 
he was, that never in his days of greatest liberty 
had he enjoyed so excellent entertainment or felt 
keener ardour or better appetite for it than in the 
said prison, — which truly was a right good prison 
for him, albeit folk say no prison can be good. 
Others ladies there be which are complaisant 
herein up to a certain point of conscience and cha- 
rity. Of this sort was one which would never suffer 
her lover, sleep with her as oft he might, to kiss 
her the least in the world on the lips, giving as her 
reason that it was her mouth had made the oath of 
faith and fealtry to her husband, and she would 
fain not foul the same by way of the very mouth 
that had made and taken it. But as for that of the 
belly, the which had said never a word and pro- 
mised nothing, this she did let him do with at his 
good pleasure, and made no scruple to yield it 
up to her lover, seeing it is not in the competence of 
the upper mouth to pledge it self for the lower, any 
more than for the lower for the upper. For that 
the custom of Law does say that none can bind 
himself for another without the consent and word 


of either party, nor one only for the whole. 
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Another most conscientous and scrupulous dame, 
when granting her friend enjoyment of her body, 
would always take the upper station and bring her 
man uncer her, never abatting one jot of this rule. 
For, by observing the same straitly and regularly, 
she would say, if her husband or any other did ask 
wheter such an one had done it to her, that she 
could deny even on oath ,and assuredly protest, 
without sinning against God, that never he had 
done nor mounted upon her. 

Other women again I have both known and 
heard speak of which would never grant their 
favours to their lovers but when they were with 
child, to the end they might not conceive of then 
seed. Wherein they did make scruple so as not 
to falsely give their husband a fruit that was not 
really theirs, and nourish, feed and bring up the 
same as their own. I have already spoke on this 
subject. However being once pregnant, they 
would deem they were doing the husband no 
wrong not making him cuckold by prostituting 
themselves. 
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Now here we have 


yet another sort of 
OF cUcKHoLbs, cuckhold, and these 
same are true martyrs, 


they which have wives 
as ugly as devils in hell, who nevertheless are fain 
to take their share in tasting the sweets of live just 
as much as their fairer sisters, though these last 
properly to deserve this privilege alone according 
to the proverb : « Handsome men to the gallow, 
fair dame to the brothel ». Yet do these ugly 
toal——_wenches play the gay woman like the rest. 
And they must needs be forgiven; for are they not 
women too, and with a like nature and com- 
plexion, only not so fair seeming. I have seen 
very plain women, at any rate in their youth, 


72 


which did rate themselves just as highly as fairer 
dames, deeming that a woman is valued at just the 
worth she doesput upon herself and will sell her- 
self for. Even as at a good market all sorts of 
wares are sold and pledged, some at a high, some 
at a lower rate, according to the amount of busi- 
ness a—doing, and the tife at which one comes to 
market after others, and according to the good 
or bad price one does find ruling here. For, as 
folk say, a man goes always to the best market, 
and albeit the stuff be not of the best, the price 
will depend on the skill of the market man and 
market woman . 

So is it with plain women, of whom I have seen 
some that, by my troth,- were as hot and lustful 
and as well inclined for love as the fairest, and 
would put themselves on the market and be as 
fain as any to get a good price and full value. 

But the worst thing I find in them is this, that 
whereas the dealers make offers to the fairest, 
these others do make offers to the dealers and 
beg them to take and accept of their goods, the 
which they are ready to give them for nothing or 
at a very low price. Nay! !they go further still; 
for most often they do give them money to taste 
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of their lecherousness and be debauched of them. 
Now look at the pity of it! For in payment of 
such debauching no little sum of money is nee- 
ded—so much so that it does cost more than the 
person is worth and the noble liquor expended in 
the well doing of it. And yet is the poor husband 
no less degraded and made cuckold by a plain 
wife, whose fare is much harder to digest than a 
beautiful woman’s. ‘To say nothing of a man’s 
having to lie by this side a devil of the hell, indeed 
of a beauteous angel. 

Wherefore I have heard many gallant men say 
they had rather have a beautiful woman, and one 
something whorish, than a piain woman, though 
the most chaste in all the world. For in a foul 
dame is to be found nothing but wretchedness and 
displeasure; in a fair one is abundance of all plea- 
sure and good happiness—as some folk maintain. 
For myself I refer me to such as have trod this 
roadway and path. 
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And what I say of 
oF ple Omen: young women that are 
plain, I say the like of 
some old women, the which are fain to be de- 
bauched and be kept clean and bright by use, 
just a much as the fairest in all the world. And 
this is the worst of it : when their husbands cannot 
fulfil the duty, then the rogues will be calling in 
substitutes, beeing every bit as hot as younger wo- 
men. or even hotter. So have I some that neither 
at the beginning northe middle of life are ready to 
be inflamed, but only at the end. And rightly do 
men say that in these matters, the end is more 
fierce than the two other ages, the beginning and 
the middle,—so for as wishing goes. For very 
often strenght and competence are then lacking, a 
thing that does vex them—sore—as says the old 
proverb : 

« It is great grief, when a backside has right 
good will, but power is a—wanting. ») 

So are there always some of these poor old 
wretcher which admit their lovers gratis, like a 
muleteer on his beast, and do aistribute their lar- 
gess at the—expense of their two purses; but it 
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is the money purse only only makes these find the 
ether, the body purse, good and narrow. Thus 
we say that liberality is more to be esteemed in all 
matters than avarice and niggardliness, except 
only with women, who, the more liberal they are 
of their affair, the less are they esteemed. but the 
avaricious and niggard all the more for beeing so. 

This was what a great Lord did say one time 
of two great ladies, sisters, whom I know of, 
where of the one was niggard of her honour, but 
liberal of her purse end expanditure, the other 
exceeding chary of his purse and money, but very 
liberal of her fore part. 

Next there is yet another sort of cuckholds, one 
that of a surety is utterly abominable and hateful 
before God and man alike, they who, enamoured 
of some handsome Adonis, do abandon their wives 
to men of thjs kind in order to enjoy their favour in 
return. 
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The first time ever 

ABOMINABLE I was in Italy. I did 
PRACTICES 

hear of an example of 


OF 
seit 2 penance: this at Ferrara, the tale 
ON THIS SUBJECT. being told me of one 
who, captived by a 


certain handsome youth, did persuade his wife to 
accord her favours to the said young man, who 
was in love with her, and to appoint a day and 
consent to do all he should bid her. The lady 
was willing enough; for truly she did desire no 
better venis on to regale herself withal than this. 


At length was the day fixed and the hour being 
come when the young liver and the lady where at 
then pleasent game and entertainment, lo! The 
husband, who was hid near at hand, a according 
to the compact betwixt him and his wife, did 
rush in. So catching them in the very act, he did 
put his dagger to the lover’s throat, deeming him 
worthy of de ath for such offence, in accordance 
with the laws of Italy, which herein be something 
more rigorous than in France. So he was con- 
trained to grant the husband what he did desire, 
and they made exchange one with the other. 
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The young man did prostitute himself to the 
husband, and the husband did abandon his wife 
to the young man. ‘Thus was the husband cuck- 
hold after an exceeding foul fashion. 

I have heard tell how in a certain spot in the 
world (I had rather not name it) there was an 
husband, and one of hight quality to boot, which 
was desperately enamoured of a young man, who 
himself was deep in love with the former’s wife, 
and she likerwise with him. Now wheter it was 
that the husband had won over the wife, or that 
it was a pure surprise quite unexpected, at any 
rate he did catch the pair a—bed and coupled up 
together. Whereon threatending the young man, 
and if he would not consent to his will, he did 
enter him lying just as he was, and coupled up 
an glued to his wife, and did take his will of 
him. And thus was the problem solved, how 
three lovers could enjoy and be contented all at 
the same time together. 

I have heard tell of a lady, which being despe- 
rately in love with an honourable gentleman whom 
she had taken for lover and chief favourite, and 
this latter fearing the husband would do him or 
her some ill turn, did comfort him saying: |, 
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— I have no fear, for he would in no wise 
dare do nothing, tor dread I should accuse him of 
hawing wished to practise the back door Venus, 
which might well bring about his death, if I were 
to breathe the least word there of and denounce 
him to justice. But m this way I do hold him in 
check and in terror, so that for fear of my accu- 
sation, hedares not say one word to me. 

Without a doubt such accusation would have 
involved the poor husband in nothing less than 
peril of his life; for the legists declare that Sodo- 
my is punishable for the were wish to commit 
the same. But mayhap the lady did never mean 
to let out the word altogether, and would not have 
gone so far as this without reconsidering her intent. 

I have been told hew in one of these latter 
years a young French gentleman, a handsome gal- 
lant that had been seen many a day at Court, 
being gone to Rome for instruction in manly exer- 
cices, like others his contemporaries, was in that 
city regarded with so favourable an eye, and did 
meet with such great admiration of his beauty, as 
well of men as of women, that folk were ready 
almost te ferce him to their will. And so wher 
ever they were ware of geing to Mass or other 
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place of public assemblage, they would never fail, 
either men or women, to be there likerwise for to 
see him. More, several husbands did suffer then 
wives to give him love assignations in their houses, 
to the end that being come tither and then surpri- 
sed, they might effect an exchange, the one of his 
wife, the other of time. For which cause he was 
advised never to yield to the love and wishes of 
these ladies, seeing the whole matter had been 
contrived and arranged merely to entrap him. 
And herein he did show himself wise and did set 
his honour and good conscience above all such 
detestable pleasures, winning thereby a high and 
worthy repute. Yet at the last his Is quire did 
kill him. Divers reasons are given therefor. At 
any rate it was a sore pity, for that he was a very 
honourable young man, of good station, and one 
that did promise well of his nature as well by 
reason of his noble actions as of the fine and noble 
character he did manifest herein. For indeed, as 
I have heard a very gallant man of my time say, 
and as is most true, never yet was b..... or catamite a 
brave, valiant and generous man but only the great 
Jules Cesar, seeing that by divine permission and 


ordinanee all such abwminablle felk are brought 
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low and reduced to shame. And this does make 
me wonder how sundry, whom I have seen stained 
by this horrid vice, have yet prospered under hea- 
ven un high good fortune, yet does God wait for 
them, and at the last we shall surely see them meet 
their proper fate. 

Verily, speaking of this abominable practice, 
I have further heard say that some husbands have 
been attainted thereby to the very quick. For, 
unhappy that they be and abominable, they have 
accustome themselves to deal with then more by 
the rear than by the front, and have used the 
latter only for the making of children. And thus 
do they treat their poorwives, which have all their 
heat in the fair parts are in front. Are these not 
excusable if they do make their husbands cuck- 
holds, who do thus prefer their foul and filthy 
backward parts? 


How many women there be in the world, which 
if they were examined by midwives and doctors, 
would be found. No more virgin behind than 
before, and which could at any moment bring 
action against their husbands. Yet do they dis- 
simulade it and dare not discover the matter, for 
fear of bringing scandal on themselves and their 
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some greater pleasure than we can suppose. Or 
it may be for the purpose I have above named,—to 
keep then husbands in such subjection, if they do 
make love in others quarters, which indeed some 
husbands do on these terms allow them to do. 
Yet are none of these reasons really sufficient to 
account for the thing. 

I would say more of this, but in truth I have a 
horror of speaking therefor at all. It has vexed 
me to have said so much as I have; but it is need- 
ful sometines to lay open public vices, in order to 
reform the same. 


6. — Stories. 
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Men say the ladies 


EVIL REPUTATION there of, both maid 
OF THE LADIES 


MARRIED and wives, do oft times 
AND fet trip, indeed do so cus- 
PRENCH COURT. tomarily. But in this 


are they very much 
deceived, for truly there be amongst there very 
chaste and virtuous women, even more than else- 
where. Virtue does reside there just as much, or 
more than jn other places ;—a fact we should duly 
prize, for that it can readily be put to proof. 


I will cite here but one example, that of the pre- 
sent Grand-Duchesse of Florence, of the house of 
Lorraine. Being arrived at Florence the same 
night the Grand-Duke was to marry her, he did 
wish to go to bed with her for to take her maiden 
head. But first he did cause her to make water in 
a fair crystal urinal, the fairest and most transpa- 
rent ever he could get, and having viewed the 
urine, he did consult with his physician, a very 
great and learned and expert personage, to know of 
him by means of the inspection there of whether 
she were virgin or no. ‘The doctor, after most 
painfully and learnedly inspecting the same, did 
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find she was pure as the hour she left her mother’s 
womb, and that the Duke might go boldly to work, 
and would discover there no open road, or trod and 
beaten path. And so he did, and did find the truth 
to be as stated. Then next morning, in amaze, he 
did exclaim thus : 

« Come and behod, a miracle—that the girl 
should thus have come forth a virgin from yonder 
Court of France! ! 

Truly a curious investigation, and a stronge opi- 
nion! I know not if the tale be true, but it has 
been confidently affirmed to me as being do. 


VII 


Before making an 


WOMEN : 
OF VARIOUS end, I wil say yet one 
COUNTRIES word more——how that 
COMPARED. I have seen a dispute 


raised that is still un 
decided, to wit, in which provinces and regions of 
our Christendom and Europe there be most cuck- 
hold’s and harlots? 

Men declare that in Italy the ladies are excee- 
ding hot, and, for that cause very whorish, as says 
M. de Beze in Latin Epigram, tot he effect that 
where the sun is hot and does shine with most 
power, there does it the most heat women, indi- 
ting a verset thus conceived : 


Credibile est ignes multiplicare suos. 
(It is to believe he does there multiply their fires.), 
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Spain is in the like case, tough it lie more to 
the Westward, yet does the sun there warm fair 
ladies as well as ever it can in the East. 

Flemish, Swiss, German, English and Scotch 
women, albeit they dwell more the Nortward 
and inhabit cold regions, share no less in this same 
natural heat, and indeed I have known them as 
hot as dames of any other land. 

The Greeks have good reason to be so, for 
that they are well to the Eastward. So in Italy 
men do pray for Greca in letto,—or « a Greek 
bedfellow ». And in sooth they do possess many 
attractive points and merits, as is but to be expec- 
ted, seeing in times of old they were the delight 
of all the world, and have taugh marry a secret to 
the ladies of Italy and Spain, from ancient times 
even to the present day,—so much so that these 
do well might surpass their teachers, whether an- 
cient or modem. And verily was not the Queen 
and Empress of all harlots, which was Venus, a 


Greak. 
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As for my fair 
HABITS country women of 
AND wai ea France, in old days 
FRENCH WOMEN. they were notoriously 
very coorse and unre- 
fined, contenting themselves with doing of it in a 
course, rude fashion. But, beginning some fifty 
years since, they have borrowed so much and 
learned from other nations so many gentle ways, 
pretty tricks, charms and attractions, fine clothes, 
wonton looks, or else themselves have so well stu- 
died to fashion themselves therein, that we are 
bound to say that they do now surpass all other 
women in every way. So, as I have heard even 
men of foreing nations admit, they are better 
worth a man’s having than any others, not to men- 
tion that naughty words in France are more 
naughty, better sounding and more rousing, than 
in any other tongue. 


In a word, it is good to live in this land of 
France. I appeal to our authentic doctors in this 
science, and evento our courtesans, which will be 
more apt than I to elaborate subtle details therea- 
nent. 

And to tell the very truth : harlots are there in 
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all lands, and cuckholds the same, as myself can 
surely testify, for that I have seen all the coun- 
tries I have named, and other to boot. Chastity 
abides not in one quarter of the earth more than 


another. 
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ABOMINABLE Now will I further 


PRACTICES ask this one question 
OF SOME WOMEN. only, and never ano- 


ANECDOTES ; 
ON THE SUBJECT. ther, one which may 


hap has never yet been 
enquired into of any lady. or possibly even 
thought of—to wit, wheter two ladies that be in 
love one with the other, as has been seen afore- 
time; and is often seen nowadays, sleeping toge- 
ther in one bed, and doing whatis called donna 
condonna (lady with lady) imitating un fact that 
learned poetess Sappho of Lesbos, wheter these 
can commit adultery, and between them make 
their husband cuckhold. 
Of a surety do they commit this crime, if we are 
to believe Martial in Epigramm CXIX of his 
First Book. Therem does he introduce and speak 
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of a women by name Bassa, atribad, reproaching 
the same greatly in that men were never seen to 
visit her, in such wise that folk deemed her a 
second Lucretia for chasteness. But presently she 
came to be discovered, for that she was observed 
to be constantly welcoming at her house beautiful 
women and girls; and it was found that she herself 
did serve these and counterfeit a man and the act 
of adultery and have intercourse with them. And 
the poet, to describe this, does use these words. 
geminos committere cunnos (to bring together two 
coyntes), and further on, protesting against the 
thing, he does signify the riddle and give it out to 
beguessed and imagine, in this Latin line : 

Hic, ubi vir non est, ut sit adulterium (1). 

I knew once a courtesan of Rome, old and wily 
if ever there was one, that was named Isabella de 
Luna, a Spanish woman, which did take in this 
sort of friendship another courtesan named Pan- 
dora. This latter was eventually married to a 
butler in the Cardinal d’Armagnac’s, house hold, 
but without amandonning her first calling. Now 


(1) « A strange thing », that 1s, « that where no 
than is, yet is adultery done ». 
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this same Isabella did keep her, and commonly 
slept with her, and extravagant and ill-ordered 
as she was in speech, I have oft times heard her 
say how that she did make her more whorish, and 
cause her to give her husbands more horns than 
all the wild fellows she had ever had. I know 
not in what sense she did intend this, un less she 
did follow the meaning of the Epigram of Martial 
just referred to. 

It is said how that Sappho the Lesbian was a 
very high mistress in this art, or even, so they say, 
the inventress of the thing, and that in after times 
the Lesbian dames have copied her therein, and 
continued the practice to the present day. So Lu- 
cran says : 

— Such 1s the character of the Lesbian wo- 
men, which will not suffer man at all, but do go 
with other women, like actual men, and are called 
tribads, a Greek word denved, that is to say fri- 
care, to frig or rub together. 

These tribads are called in Latin fricatrices, 
and in French the same, that is women who do the 
rubbing or frigging in the way of donne con donne 
(ladies with ladies) as it is still found al the pre- 
sent day. 


aa QP aac 


Juvenal again speaks of these women, when he 
says : 

... frictum Grissantis adorat talking of such a 
tribad, who adored and loved the frigging of one 
Crissas. 


The excellent and diverting Lucian has achap- 
ter on this subject, and says therein how that wo- 
men do come mutually to conjoin like men, brin- 
ging together lascivious, obscure and monstruous 
organs, framed in barren wise. Moreover this 
name of tribad, which does elsewhere occur but 
rarely as applied to these frictionist, is freely em- 
ployed by him throughout, and he says that the 
female sex must needs be like the notorious Phi- 
laenis, who was used to parody the action of man 
by love. At the same time he does add, it is 
better far for a woman to be given up to a lustful 
affection for playing the male, than it is for a man 
to be womanish; so utterly lacking in all courage 
and nobility of character does such an one show 
himself. Thus the woman, according to this, 
which does counterfeit the man ,may well be re- 
puted to be more valorous and courageous than 
another, as un truith I have known such to be, as 
well in body as in spirit. 
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In yet another passage, Lucian does introduce 
two ladies discoursing of this form of love. One 
asks the other if such and such a woman had been 
in love with her, and if she had slept with her, and 
what she had done to her. To these questions the 
other answers freely : 

— First of all, she did kiss me as men do, not 
merely uniting the lips, but opening the mount to 
boot »—that is, billing or pigeon—kissing, with 
the tongue in the other’s mouth,—« and albeit 
she had no virile member, but was other women, 
yet did she declare she had the heart and affec- 
tion of a man and all the rest appertaining to the 
male. Then I embrace and kissher like a man, 
and she did the like tome, kissing me and filling 
me with delight. And she seemed to find an 
extraordinary pleasure therein; and so did cohabit 
with me in a fashion much more agreable than 
with a man. ») 

Such is Lucian’s account. 


Well, by what I have heard say, there be in 
many regions and lands plenty of such dames and 
Lesbian devotees, — in France, in Italy, in Spain, 
Turkey, Greece and other places. And wherever 
the women are kept secluded, and have not their 
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entire liberty, this practise does greatly prevail. 
For such women, murming with desire as they be in 
bedy, must neecs, as themselves say, have re- 
course to this remedy, for to repesh them a little, 
that they burn nat away altogether. 

The Turkist women go to the baths more for 
this naughtiness than for any other reason, and are 
great ly devoted therclo. E:ven the courtesans, 
which have men at their wish and at all times, still 
do smply this pleasant friction, seekingout and 
living the one the other, as I have heard of sundry 
doing in Italie and in Spain. In my native France 
women of that sort are common enough, yet is it 
said to be no long time since they first began to 
meddle therewith, in fact that the fashion was im- 
ported from Italy by a certain lady of quality, 
whom I will not name. 
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I have heard a tale 


a hUTHOR told by the late M. 
BY THE LATE de Clermont-Tallard, 
M, Ptr tae how that as a boy he 


had the honour to be 
comrade with M. d’Anjou, since King Henri III 
of France, in his study and to study regularly with 
him, under the tutorship of M. de Gournay. Well, 
one day at Toulouse, studying with his master as 
afore said in his private closet, and being seated 
in a corner apars, he saw by a little crevice (for 
the closets and chambers were of wood, and had 
been made suddenly and in haste by the pains of 
the Cardinal d'’Armagnac, archbishop of that See, 
the better tho receive and accomodate the King 
and all his Court), in another adjoining closet, 
two very great ladies, with petticoats all tucked 
up and drawers down, lying one atop of the other 
and kissing like doves, rubbing and frigging one 
another, in a word making great ada, wantening 
and imitating men. And this their pastime did 
lad well nigh a whole hour, so that at the and ‘they 
were exceeding het and tired out, apd were left 
so red and wet with exertion that they could no 
more and were constrained to rest them semewhat. 
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And he said he did see this game played several 
other days, so long as the Court tarried there, in 
the same fashion. But never after did he get op- 
portunity to see the like pastime, seeing that par- 
ticular spot did favour him, but nowhere else 
could he manage it. 

He went on to tell me yet more, which I dare 
not write down, and did name me the ladies con- 
cerned. I know not if it be true, but he did swear 
it was and affirm it an hundred times by good 
sound oaths. And in very deed it is very likely; 
for these same two ladies have ever had this repute 
of making and always practising love in this fas- 
hion, and of passing their time therein. 


ANECDOTES OF Several others have 
Te TABI HER I known which have 
PRACTISING given account of the 
THE SAME MANNER same manner of loves, 
oe EONeS: amongst whom I| have 


heard tell of a noble lady of the great world, whe 
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was super latively given this way, and who did 
love many ladies, courting same and serving them 
as men are wont, and would make love to them 
as a man does to his mistress. So would she take 
them and keep them at bed and board, and give 
them whatever they would. Her husband was 
right glad and well conient thereat, as were many 
other husbands I have known, all of whom were 
right glad theid wiwes did follow after this sort of 
loves rather than that of men, deeming them to be 
thus less wild and whorish. But indeed I think 
they were much deceived; for by what I have 
heard said, this little exercice is but an apprenti- 
ceship, to come later to the greater one with men; 
forasmuch as being heated and put in high rut the 
one by the other, but their heat mean while being 
no wise diminished thereby, they must needs bathe 
them in clear and running water, the which does 
repest them far better than stagnant water. So do 
I learn of good surgeous, and have seen the same 
myself, that if a man will treat a wound well and 
cure it, it no use his playing at washing and 
anointing of the parts round it and the edges there 
of. But he must probe it to the bottom, and push 
his prob ear sound well in to do any good. 
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How many of these Lesbian dames have I 
séen who, for all then friggings and mutual fric- 
tions, yet fait not at the last to go after with men! 
Even Sapho herself, the mistress of them all, did 
she not end by loving her favourite Faon, for 
whose sake she died? For after all, as I have 
heard many fair ladies declare, there is nothing 
like men; and all they do get of othe: women, it is 
but appetizers to whet them to go feed a full meal 
with men. All these friggings serve them but in 
the lack of men. And if they but find a chance 
and opportunity free from scandal, they will 
straight quit their lady comrades and go throw 
their arms round same goodman’s neck. 

I have known in my time two very fair and 
honourable damsel of a noble house, cousins of 
one another, which having been used to lie toge- 
ther in one bed for the space of three years, did 
grow so well accustomed to this habit of frigging, 
that at the last getting the idea the said pleasure 
was but a meagre and imperfect one compared 
with that tobe had with men. Did determine to 
try the latter, and soom became downright harlots. 
These did after confess to their lovers that nothing 
had done so much to debauch them and break 
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them in to lewdeness as this same practise, saying 
they did hate it as the sole cause of then disorderly 
life. Yet for all this, when they should meet, 
they would ever take a taste of this repost, and 
with other women as well, by way of whetting of 
their appetite for the other or better sort with men. 
And this was the answer a very honourable dam- 
sel I know did ence make to her lover, when he 
asked her i fshe did never follow this way with her 
lady friend. — No, no! » she replied, « I like 
men too well »); yet in sooth she did really practise 
both one mode and the other. 

I have heard of an honourable gentleman who, 
desiring one day at court to seek in marriage a cer- 
tain very honourable damsel, did consult one of 
her kinswomen thereon. She told him frankly he 
would but be wasting his time; for as she did her- 
self tell me, such and such a lady, naming her, will 
never suffer her to marry. Instantly I did reco- 
gnize the hang of it, for I was well avare how she 
did guard her carefully for her own eating. The 
gentleman did thank the said cousin for her good 
advice and warning, not without a merry gibe or 
two at herself the while, saying she did herein put 
in a word or two for herself as well as for the 
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other, for that she did take her little pleasure now 
and again with her too under the rose. But this 
she did stoutly deny to me. 

It is said how that weasels are touched with this 
sort of love, and delight female whit female to 
unite and dwell together. And so in hieroglyphic 
signs, women loving one another with this kind of 
affection were represented of yore by weasels. 
I have heard tell of a lady which was used always 
to keep-some of these animals, for that she had 
dealings with this mode of love and did take plea- 
sure in watching her little pets in their intercourse 
together. 

Here is another pcint to be considered. For 
these loves can be worked in two fashions, one 
by frigging, or as the poets puts it geminos com- 
mitiere cunnos. ‘This fashion does not injury, as 
sundry authorities declare, whereas it is not so 
with the other, where recourse is had to artificial 
instruments, imitating the organ, and which have 
been named g...... 

I have heard a tale related how a great Prince, 
suspecting two ladies o fhis court who did so gra- 
tify one another, had the same watched. This did 


so well succeed that one of them was surprised in 
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the act and was found to be fitted with a great 
big one between her legs, fastened so prettily with 
little straps round her body that it seemed like a 
natural member. She was caught so suddenly she 
had no time take it off, so that the Prince did ac- 
tually constrain her to show him how the pair of 
them did the thing betwixt them. 


It is said that many women have died therefrom, 
by reason of creating abscesses in their wombs 
due to unnatural movements and artificial fric- 
tions. I certainly do know of some which have 
suffered in this way, of whom it was great pity, 
for that they were very fair and honourable ladies. 
Surely it had been much better, had they gone in 
company of some honourable gentlemen instead, 
for these do in no wise cause their death, but ra- 
ther do cause them to live and flourish more than 
afore, as Id hope to tell in another place. E-ven 
for the cure of such ills, as I have heard sundry 
surgeons declare, there is nothing more fitting than 
toget them well swept out inside by men’s natural 
member, which are far better than all the pessaries 
doctors and surgeous do use with lotions com- 
pounded for this end. 

Nevertheless in despite of the inconveniences 
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they do often see arise there from, women must 
néers have these artificial instruments. 

I- have heard a story related, myself being at 
the Court at that time, how that the Queen Mo+ 
ther having given order to visit one day the cham- 
bers and chests of all such as were lodged in the 
Louvre, without sparing either dame or damsel, to 
see there weré no arms or perhaps mayhap pistols 
concealed therein; at the time of the civil troubles, 
one lady was surprised by the captain of the guard 
and found to have in her chest, no pistols indeed, 
but four great god.... cunningly made. This did 
give folk much cause for laughter and great confu- 
sion to the lady. I know the dame in question, 
and J think she is yet alive; but she was never well 
to look upon. Well, truly all such instruments 
are exceeding dangerous. 

I will relate further this story of two ladies of 
the Court, which did love each other mutually so 
fondly atid were so hot at their trade, that in what 
soever place they might be, they could never re- 
frain from makirtg at the least some signs of love 
atid indulging m a kissor two. This was cause of 
great scandal to them, and afforded men much 


food for thought. One was a widow, the other 


— 103 —. 


married. Now one day, the married one, on a 
great féte day, was exceeding richly tricked out 
and clad in a dress of cloth of silver. Well, their 
mistress having betaken herself to vespers, the 
twain didgo into her privy closet, and seated on 
her night-stool did begin their frigging, and this so 
roughly and with such ardour that it brake down 
under them. Then did the matried one, who was 
underneath, fall backward with her fine dress of 
cloth of silver, right flat upon the ordure in the 
basin below. Thus did she poil the sume and be- 
foul herself so sadly she had nothing to do but 
wipe herself down the best she could, tuck up her 
skirts and away in all haste, to change her frock 
in her own chamber, — yet not without having 
been seen, as well as traced by the smell, she stank 
so vilely, Much merriment was caused a hereby 
among some which did hear the story; even then 
mistress did hear of it, and through she did some- 
time resort to the same means herself, did laugh 
her fill at them. Verily their ardour must have 
strangely mastered them that they did not wait a 
place and time more suitable, so as not to bring 
such scandal on them! 


Still excuse may be made for maids and widows 
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for loving these frivolous and empty pleasures, 
preferring to devote themselves to these and herein 
relieve their heat of blood than to go with men 
and get themselves pregnant and come to disho- 
nour, or else to lose their pains altogether, as some 
have done and do every day. More over they 
deem they do not so much offend God, and are 
not such great harlots, as if they had do with men, 
maintaining there is agreat difference betwixt thro- 
wing water in a vessel and merely watering about 
it and round tfe rim. Howewer I refer me to 
them; I am neither judge nor their husband. 
These last may find it ill, but generally I have 
never seen any but were night glad their wives 
should fall in love with their lady friends, and fain 
they should never commit worse adultery than 
after this fashion. And in very deed this kind of 
cohabitation isa very different thing from that 
with men, and, let Martial say what he please, 
this ulone will make no man cuckhold. It is not 
this alone will make no man cuckold. It is not 
Gospel text, this word of a foolish poet. In this 
at any rate he says true that it is much better for 
a woman to be masculine and a very Amazon 
and lewd after this fashion, than, for a man to be 
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feminine, like Sardanapale or Heliogabale, and 
many another their fellows in sin. 

For the more manlike she is, the braver is she. 
But concerning all this, I must refer me to the de- 
cision of wiser heads. 


I have heard a tale 
STORY 


OF A PRINCESS on the same subject of 
WHICH DID LOVE a certain great lady, a 
iba LONOUE ade Princess, which among 
all her maids of honour 
did love one above all and more than the others. 
At first were folk greatly surprised at this, for 
there were plenty of others did surpass her in all 
respects. But eventually it was discovered she 
was a hermaphrodite, which did give her the 
means of pleasure without any sort of inconve- 
nience or scandal. 
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It was quite a different thing than with the 
tribads ; .the enjoyment was deeper and keener 
altogether. 


IX 


Now will I ask yet 


6 Prag otal this one question more; 
FOR LOVE MAKING. — — in which season of 


the year are the most 
cuckholds made; and which is the most meet for 
love, and to shake the virtue of a woman, wheter 
wife or maid? Without a doubt common consent 
has it there is never a time for this like the Spring, 
the which does awaken body and spirit, both put 
to sleep by wearisome, melancholie winter-tide. 
Seeing all birds and beasts do rejoice at this sea- 
son’s coniing, and all betake them to live, surely 
mankind, which have yet stronger feelings and 
promptings, will experience the same even more, 
and women folk above all others, — an opinion 
maintened by many philosophers and wise physi- 
cians. For truly wonten do then entertaifi a grea- 
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ter heat and lovingness than at any other season, 
— as I heard sundry fair and honourable dames 
say, and in especial a certain great lady, that did 
never miss, so sure as Spring-tide came round, to 
be more touched and pricked of these feelings than 
at any other period whatsoever. She was used to 
say she did feel the fresh springing, and did crave 
after the same like as mares and colts do, and she 
must needs tastes thereof, or she would grow pined 
ard thin. And this she did, I do assure you, and 
at the season did wax more lustful than ever. 
Thus three or four new intrigues that I have seen 
her enter on in her life, all. These she did com- 
mence in Spring, —— and not without season : for 
all the months in the year, april and may be the 
most surely consecrate and devoted to Venus, at 
the which times fair ladies do set them, more than 
afore, to pet their bodies and deck them out dain- 
tily, to arrange their hair in wanton wise. And it 
may well be said how that these new changes in 
dress and ways do all aim at one and the same 
thing, to wit lasciviousness, and to people the earth 
with cuckoos a-walking about thereon to match 
the winged ones that the air of heaven does pro- 
duce in these months of april and may. 
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Further it is not to be supposed but that the fair 
dames, maids and widow alike, whenas they do 
behold in their walks abroad in their forestsand 
woods, their warrens, parks, meadows, gardens, 
shubberies, beatsand birds all a-making love to- 
gether and sporting in wanton wise should feel 
strange prickings in their flesh, which do make fain 
to app'y instant reme dy for the smart. And this 
is just one of the persuasive and moving things that 
a many lovers are wont to say one to the other, 
when they see their mates lacking heat and flame 
and zest; for ther do they upbraid them pointing 
to the exemple of beasts and birds, the which 
wheter wild or tame, as sparrows and house-pi- 
geons, are ever at some wanton sport, ever engen- 
dering and conceiving, alJ nature at the work of 
reproduction, down to the very trees and plants. 


Spring-time ended does give place to summer, 
which comes after, bringing it hot days whit it. 
And seeing one heat does provoke another, fair 
dames do thereby double theirs; and truly no re- 
freshment can so well assuage the same as a good, 
hot, thick bath of veneral sperm. It is in no 
wise contrary to sense for an ill to be medicined by 
its contrary, as like is medicined by like. For 
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albeit a woman should bathe her every day, and 
every day plunge in the clearest fountain of a 
whole countryside, yet does nothing avail, nor yet 
the lightest garments ever she can done, for to 
give her refreshing coolness, though she tuck them 
up as short as she please, and go so for, asto leave 
off the drawers al together, or put her farthingale 
on ever them, without ever a petitcoat, as many 
do in hot weather. And this is just the worst of 
it; for in such costume are they drawn to look at 
themselves, and take delight in their own beauty, 
and pore over then own charms in the fair sunlight, 
and tkus beholding their bodies so fair, white, 
smooth, plump and in good case, do of a sudden 
feel the heat of concupiscence and sore tempta- 
tion. 

Where upon they must perforce to the male, or 
burn up, utterly all quick. But indeed of such 
martyrs of continence mighty few have ever been 
known; and silly fools would they have been, had 
it been otherwise. And so they lie their in their 
fine beds, unable to endure coverlet or sheet; but 
tucking up their very shifts do display themselves 
half naked; then at daybreak, as the rising sun 
does shine in or them and they come to contem- 
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plate their bodies more closely still and at their 
ease on all sides and in every parts they grow 
exceeding fain after their lovers and fondly wait 
their coming. 

And so, should these by any hap arrive at this 
moment, they are right welcome, and very soon 
clipped in their arms and close embraced : 

— For then, they say, is the very best embra- 
cement and enjayment of any hour of day or 
night. And the reason is », a great lady did one 
day declare to me : 

—— That the c... is im a proper juicy state 
by reason of the pleasant heat and fire of the night 
which has so cooked the same and made it tender 
and luscious and much more tasty and savoury 
than at any other time. 

None the less is there an old proverb which 
says ! 

« June and July mouth wet and c... dry. » 

And to these may be added the month of Au- 
gust like wise. The same is true alsu of men, who 
are in a parlous state when they do get overheated 
at these seasons, and in especial when the dog-star 
is in the ascendant, — a bring they should be ware 
of. But if they will bum at their own candle, 
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well! So much the worse for them! Women run 
no such risk, for that every month, and every sea- 
son, every time and every planet are good for 
them. 

Now asto the claims of Winter, ladies that do 
champion this season, maintain that for soups and 
hot viands ,they do know as good receipts for to 
make these every whit as good in Wintertime as at 
any other part of the year. They do possess am- 
ple experience, and do declare this season very 
meet for love making. ‘True it is Winter is dim 
and dark, close, quiet, retired and secret, yet so 
must love be, and be performed in secret, in some 
retired and darling spot. — Wheter in a closet 
apart, or in a chimney corner near a good fire the 
which does engender, by keeping close there to 
and for a considerable while, as much good vene- 
ral heat as ever the summer can provoke. Then 
how good it is in the dimly lit space betwixt bed 
and well, where the eyes of the company, provi- 
ded they be near the fire a-warming of themselves, 
do but hardly penetrate, or else seated on chest or 
be do in remote corners, so to enjoy love's dal- 
liance. For seeing man and maid pressing close to 
one to other, folk deem it is but because of the 
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cold and to keep them warm. Yet in this wise are 
fine things done, when the lightsare far withdrawn 
on a distant table or side board. 

Besides, which is best, Summer or Winter, when 
one is in bed? It is the greatest delight in all the 
world for lovers, man and maid, to cling together 
and kissclose, to entwine one with other, for fear 
of the nipping cold, and this not for a brief space 
but for a while, and so right pleasantly warm 
each other, — all this without feeling nothing at 
all of the excessive heat. Summer does provoke, 
and that extrem of sweating that does sore hinder 
the currying out of love. 

For truly in Summer time, instead of embracing 
tight and pressing together and squeezing close, a 
pair must needs hold losely and much apart. Then 
Winter is best in this, say the ladies, according to 
the doctors : men are more meet for love, more 
ardent and devoted thereto, in Winter that in 
Summer. 

So now, to draw to an end, I do maintain and 
declare : that all seasons be meet for love, when 
they be chosen suitably and so as to accord with 
the caprice of the men and women which do adopt 
the same. For just as War, that is Mars pas- 
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time, it made at all seasons and times, and just as 
the God does give his victories asit pleases him, 
and according he does find his fighting men well 
armed and of good spiris to offer battle, so does 
Venus in like wise, according as she does find her 
band of lovers, men and maids, well disposed for 
the fray. 

Now for good and all I do make an end of 
this present subject. If any will know further 
therof and learn more of the divers humours of 
cuckholds, let him study an old song which was 
made at Court, some fifteen or sixteen years ago, 
concerning cuckolds, whereof this is the burden : 


Un cocu meine l'autre, et toujours sont en peine; 
Un cocu meine l'autre. 


I beg all honourable ladies which shall read 
any of my tales tn this chapter, if by hap they do 
pay amy heed to the same to forgive me and if 
they be somedel highly spiced, for that I could 
scarce have disguised them in more modest fas- 
hion, seeing the sauce much must needs have. 
And I will say further I could well have cited 
others still more extravagant and diverting, were it 
not that, finding it impossible to cover the same 
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with any veil of decent modesty, I was afeared to 
offend such honourable ladies as shall be at the 
pains and do me the honour to read my books. 
Now will I add but one thing further, to wit 
that these tales which I have here set down are no 
petty stories of market-town and village gossip, but 
do come from worthy sources, and deal not with 
common and humble personages. I have cared 
not to have nothing to do but only with great and 
high subjects, albeit I have dealt with such des- 
creetly; and as I name no names, | think I have 
well avoided all scandal and cause of offence. 


An old Rhyme on the game of love, found by 
the author among some old papers : 


Le jeu d’amours, ott jeunesse s’esbat, 

A un tablier se peut accomparer. 

Sur un tablier les dames on esbat; 

Puis il convient le trictrac préparer 

Et en celui ne faut que se parer. 

Plusieurs font Jean. N’est-ce pas jeu honneste, 
Qui par nature un joueur admoneste, 

Passer le temps de cceur joyeusement? 

Mais en défaut de trouver la raye nette, 

Il s’en suit un grand jeu de iourment, 
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Price : 25 francs 


Notes to : 
LES EDITIONS MODERNES 
34, Faubourg Saint-Martin, PARIS-X° 


JUST OUT 


Loulou and her husband 


or a Strong woman 


Followed by the pleasures of love and the 


charms of conjugal love. 


Translated from the french 


Price : 25 francs 


Notes to : 
LES EDITIONS MODERNES 
34, Faubourg Saint-Martin, PARIS-X° 


FRANCOIS-CHARLES 


THE CHASER OF GIRLS 


Or a devil in spite of himself 


Price : 25 francs 


Notes te : 
LES EDITIONS MODERNES 
34, Faubourg Saint-Martin, PARIS-X* 


LOVE AND LAUGH | 


SOME YARNS !! 


a) 


a Pocketful of 

funny 

nutty 

nsky 

spicy 

naugaty... STORIES 


A curious english book with 4 photographs 
taken from life ! 


Price : 15 frances 


Note or stamps to 
LES EDITIONS MODERNES 
34, Faubourg Saint-Martin, Paris 


Just out 


Pretty Parisienne 
LOVE AND PASSION 


A true, spicy, funny and risky story of a 


prelly Parisienne. 


Price : 20 francs 


Notes to LES EDITIONS MODERNES 
34, Faubourg Saint-Martin, Paris 


FRANCOIS-CHARLES 


From 


Voluptuousness 


to 


Lewdness 


Ginette’s night of Love 


Price : 25 francs 


Notes to: 
LIBRAIRIE DES EDITIONS MODERNES 
34, Faubourg Saint-Martin, PARIS-Xe 


RENE SCHWAEBELE 


Vices 


and 


Passions 


Translated from the French 


Price : 25 francs 


Notes to ;: 


LIBRAIRIE DES EDITIONS MODERNES 
34, Faubourg Saint-Martin, PARIS-X* 


Imprimerie Spéciale 
34, Faubourg Saint-Martin, Paris-X°® 


